2008 Commission Report

BAJA CALIFORNIA

A serious split exists in the Grand Lodge of Baja California. Two sets of Grand Lodge officers claim to be
the legitimate officials of this Grand Lodge. The Confederation of Mexican Grand Lodges and the
Interamerican Masonic Confederation has selected Lino Chavez as the legitimate Grand Master. The Grand
Lodge of California, after an extensive investigation has determined that Lopez Mendoza is the legitimately
elected Grand Master of this Grand Lodge. The Commission applauds the efforts of the Grand Lodge of
California in trying to affect a resolution in this situation. It is clear that additional work must be done to
resolve this problem. The two sets of Officers must work toward a unification agreement for the good of
Freemasonry in Baja California. Until that occurs, we would recommend restraint in establishing further
fraternal relations with this Grand Lodge.

BULGARIA

Freemasonry continues to function in two Grand Lodges in Bulgaria, namely the United Grand Lodge of
Bulgaria , and the Grand Lodge of Bulgaria. The Grand Lodge of Bulgaria with Grand Master Alexandrov
has asked the Commission to advise on the regularity of their Grand Lodge. We must state again that even
though a Grand Lodge may practice regular Masonry, we only determine whether the Grand Lodge meets
all the standards for recognition, as established by this Conference. The Commission has for the past
several years strongly encouraged the two Grand Lodges to actively meet and work toward the resolution
of their differences and unification of their Grand Lodges for the best interests of Bulgarian Masonry.
These attempts have not been successful largely due to some unusual demands on the part of the United
Grand Lodge of Bulgaria. We now recommend that another joint meeting be scheduled within the next six
months to work toward resolution of this problem. We further recommend that Bros. Jean-Claude Tardivat
of the GLNF, Robert Heyat of the District of Columbia, and Thomas Jackson of Pennsylvania serve as
independent observer/mediators to aid in this endeavor, as they have successfully done in a similar
circumstance previously. If this attempt is unsuccessful, a final course of action may be to recommend
suspension of recognition of Bulgarian Freemasonry until a resolution is achieved.

See Supplemental Report

YORK GRAND LODGE OF MEXICO

A schism has developed in the York Grand Lodge of Mexico. A group that was separated from the York
Grand Lodge, now call themselves the Very Respectful Grand Lodge of the York Rite in Mexico,
AF&AM, and practice Masonry in Spanish only. There are indications they have some ties to the
unrecognized United Grand Lodge of America. The dissidents had previously been expelled by the York
Grand Lodge of Mexico for various infractions. At this point, the York Grand Lodge of Mexico is still
considered to be the recognized York Grand Lodge in Mexico.

MONTENEGRO

The Grand Lodge of Montenegro was legally consecrated on May 12, 2007 from three lodges that worked
under the auspices of the Regular Grand Lodge Yugoslavia and was chartered by the United Grand Lodges
of Germany. The ritual work of the consecration was performed by the United Grand Lodges of Germany,
the Grand Lodge of Serbia, the Grand Orient of Italy, and the Grand Lodge of Austria. There are now four
Lodges working under this obedience. This new Grand Lodge meets the standards for recognition. The
Grand Master is Novak Jaukovic.

PARAGUAY

A split has developed in the Grand Lodge of Paraguay. A group of dissidents have now proclaimed
themselves to be the Grand Lodge Symbolic of Paraguay. After a questionable investigation, the
Interamerican Masonic Confederation has declared this group headed by Mendoza Unzain to be legitimate.
This was an unusual act since the by-laws of the CMI prohibits the interference in the internal affairs of a
Grand Lodge. This ruling is being contested by the existing Grand Lodge of Paraguay, but they have not
allowed to see the report of the investigation, or to offer a response. Nemecio Lichi was legally elected to



be the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Paraguay, and the Commission is of the opinion that this Grand
Lodge is still the only Grand Lodge in Paraguay that meets the standards for recognition.

PHILIPPINES

The Grand Lodge of the Philippines has provided additional clarification on the situation with Freemasonry
in that country. Members in seven of the eighteen Lodges in the Cavite District formed Lodges with the
same name, but different numbers, and formed what they call the Independent Grand Lodge of the
Philippine Islands, without a legitimate charter. All those members have been expelled from the Grand
Lodge of the Philippines. As stated last year, the Grand Lodge of the Philippines is the only Grand Lodge
in that country that meets the standards for recognition.

RUSSIA

The legitimate Grand Lodge of Russia continues to operate in the confusion of having a self-proclaimed
group operate under the same name. This group, headed by Roman Gorodnitsky, has sent numerous letters
to Grand Lodges around the world claiming legitimacy. It is still the opinion of the Commission that the
Grand Lodge of Russia with Andrei Bogdanov as Grand Master is the only Grand Lodge in Russia that
meets the standards for recognition. It has been learned that Grand Master Bogdanov has announced
himself as a candidate for the Presidency of Russia. The Commission is grateful to Brothers Tardivat of the
GLNF, Robert Heyat of the District of Columbia, and Thomas Jackson of Pennsylvania for their efforts in
helping resolve the difficult situation that has existed in the Grand Lodge of Russia.

OTHER INFORMATION

1. The Grand Lodge of the Czech Republic has filed a protest with the United Grand Lodges of
Germany for a claimed invasion of their territory. During January of this year, a Lodge in Passau,
Germany, initiated three candidates from Slovakia. After the Grand Lodge of the Czech Republic
lodged their protest, the United Grand Lodges of Germany stated they will initiate another class of
candidates from Slovakia in February. The Grand Lodge of the Czech Republic is claiming
Slovakia as their territory since they announced they planned to constitute the District Grand
Lodge of Slovakia, which is scheduled for March 8, 2008. Since this District Grand Lodge has not
yet been formed, and since Slovakia is an independent country, The United Grand Lodges of
Germany believe it to be open territory at the present time. This is an issue that must be resolved
between these two Grand Lodges, and it is hoped these they will come to an agreement on
territorial jurisdiction as practiced by all regular Grand Lodges.

2. Lodges and Grand Lodges continue to spring up around the world from unrecognized sources. A
number of Lodges have been chartered in this country from foreign Grand Lodges of this nature.
A new supreme Council, whose origin is unknown, has also been established in America, called
the Supreme Council of North America, with bodies located in Virginia, North Carolina, and
Illinois. We need to be very diligent in examining dues cards when accepting visitors to your
Lodge, and in determining the legitimacy of a Lodge you may wish to visit.

Supplemental Report (06/2008)

BULGARIA

A special called meeting was held in Washington, D.C. on May 8, 2008 to hear the report of the three
mediators suggested by the Commission at the regular annual meeting in February. Bro. Thomas Jackson
reported that the three mediators, consisting of himself, Jean-Claude Tardivat of the GLNF, and Robert
Heyat of the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia, had met with the Grand Master, Petyo Penkov, and
the Grand Secretary, Vasil Kolev, of the United Grand Lodge of Bulgaria. In summary, they clarified and
explained the information that was provided to the Commission in February by the Grand Lodge AF&AM
in Bulgaria. The United Grand Lodge of Bulgaria (UGLB) is working toward unification of Freemasonry in
Bulgaria, and has established a process for the “regularization” of those brethren and Lodges of the Grand
Lodge AF&AM in Bulgaria who wish to return to the UGLB. This process is the same for those who are
joining or rejoining the UGLB; however some special provisions are made for those who were initiated



prior to the split of the Grand Lodge in November, 2000. They are also reducing the time requirement for
those who are already Master Masons. To date, over 400 brethren have completed the regularization
process and are members in good standing in the UGLB.

The Commission members present then met at length with Grand Master Penkov and Grand Secretary
Kolev and verified the report of the mediators. The Commission is satisfied that the UGLB is working in
good faith and in a logical manner to again achieve unification of Freemasonry in Bulgaria, and reaffirms
the previous findings that the United Grand Lodge of Bulgaria is the only Grand Lodge in that jurisdiction
that meets all the standards for recognition.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


